
Additional Reflection on Revelation – Week 4  (June 19th 2022) 
- God, Jesus and worship in Revelation 
 
Try not to simply read this page through, but pause on each question, even writing down a response to it. 

 

Bringing the 3 tasks together 
 

It may appear that these 3 tasks above are unrelated.  But John links all of these points together –  
(a) only God is to be worshipped, you cannot worship man-made powers on earth – even angelic 

ones. 
(b) but Jesus is written in the same form as God, the first and the last, indeed he even is 

deliberately portrayed as the God of the Old Testament too. 
(c) and it is God as human, as Jesus, the Lamb who has won the victory, not through aggression, 

but by submission, through death. 
 
 

Introduction 
 

This week we have been looking at the significance that John places on Jesus, the Lamb, being 
worshipped in the same way as God.  Given that John is extremely careful in his monotheism (only 
one God worthy of worship) throughout the book, this worship of Jesus is hugely significant for his 
overall message.  In addition, John sees the root of the evil of the Roman Empire lying in the 
idolatrous worship of merely human power, and therefore draws the lines of conflict between the 
worshippers of the beast and the worshippers of the one true God. 
 

Task 1 
 

Read John’s hugely important part of this 
message in Rev 19:10 and 22:8-9.   
What is the message of these two passages? 
John is quite clear that only God is to be 
worshipped.   
And yet in Chapter 5 it is the Lamb, Jesus, 
who is worshipped in the same way as God 
on the throne in Chapter 4. 
 
 

Task 2 
 

The book of Isaiah is very influential for John 
writing Revelation.   
Read Isaiah 44:6 and 48:12.   
Where have you seen this in Revelation? – 
can you find the four occurrences? 
(if you need a clue they are in chapters 1, 21 
and 22).   
Who is it that John tells us that says each of 
these phrases?   
Is there a pattern?   
What do you think might be John’s point? 
 
 

Task 3 
 

But why a Lamb?  And what is John’s point of the 
Lamb in Chapter 5, why not simply say ‘Jesus has 
conquered’? 
One of the (many) literary techniques that John 
uses when writing Revelation is, sadly, something 
that we may not have time to look at on Sunday 
mornings and is the ‘hear and see’ concept.  In 
certain places in Revelation, John appears to ‘hear’ 
things and then immediately ‘see’ something else.  
What seems to be his technique is that he ‘hears’ 
something that is part of the Jewish messianic or 
end-times belief, and then he ‘sees’ a picture of 
clarification – often updating the Jewish belief. 
 

Have a look at some examples – 
Rev 1:10-16; 7:4-10; and then 5:5-7.   
 

In each one, what John ‘hears’ is the Jewish belief 
(God’s voice in Rev 1, the Jewish nation in Rev 7 
and a victorious conquering lion in Rev 5),  
What does he actually see though? 
 

Doubtless the Lamb is intended to suggest 
primarily the Passover lamb, but the novelty of 
John’s vision is the representation of the sacrificial 
death of Christ as the fulfilment of Jewish hopes of 
the messianic conqueror.   
 
 

…an interesting final activity! 
 

The worship of Jesus, therefore, should be the same as the worship of God. 
This got me thinking! – try writing down as many traditional or modern worship songs or hymns that you can, 

half that speak about God, and half that speak about Jesus (the longer the list, the better).   
What is the ‘style’ of each song? (e.g. majestic, triumphant, proclaiming, tender, loving, ‘heart-warming’ etc.).  

Is there generally a different style if the song is about God rather than Jesus?  And if there is, is this right 
considering John’s equating God with Jesus and the worship of chapters 4 and 5?  Just a thought...! 

 
 


