
Additional Reflection on Revelation – Week 8  (August 6th 2022) 
- The Relevance of Revelation for Today 
 
Try not to simply read this page through, but pause on each question, even writing down a response to it. 

Here are 11 suggested relevancies of Revelation for today, 
taken from Richard Bauckham’s helpful book, ‘The theology of the book of Revelation’. 
 
Pause after each paragraph and maybe write down some thoughts on how each paragraph is helpful 
in your own understanding of Revelation and its relevance to today. What challenges does each give 
to you and to the Church? 
 

1. Revelation tackles people’s imaginative responses to the world to at least as deep a level as their 
intellectual conversation. It recognises the way in which the dominant culture, with its images and 
ideals, constructs the world for us. And it unmasks the dominant construction of the world as an 
ideology of the powerful which serves to maintain their power.  
In its place Revelation offers a different way of seeing the world which leads people to resist and 
challenge the effects of the dominant ideology – one which is from God and thus removes power 
structures or ideals. This is what it means for the Church to be counter-cultural. 
 
2. Revelation is concerned with the truth of God. The call to resist and challenge the dominant 
ideology is not to come back with our own beliefs of truth, but rather to return with the truth of God. 
The images and visions of Revelation confirm the truth of God. It reminds us that the only effective 
witness of the church is to witness the truth of God in a society that seeks to suppress the Gospel 
with a consumerist neglect of the relevance of truth. The church’s witness will only be of value if it 
knows truth worth dying for. 
 
3. Revelation’s alternative vision of truth is one that is God-centred and confronts oppression, 
injustice and inhumanity. The worship of the true God is the power of resistance to the deification of 
military and political power, revealed in the beast, and economic prosperity, revealed in the Babylon. 
 

4. Revelation resists the dominant ideology not just for today, but also by suggesting an alternative 
future. It opens up the possibility to the world of the coming of God’s rule. It is this which makes 
possible both the full recognition of injustice and oppression, and the real picture of the structures, 
however powerful, which presently maintain them. 
 
5. Revelation not only shows the picture from above and from the future, it also in some sense shows 
the picture from below, from the point of the victims of history. This is a viewpoint taken in solidarity 
and is a result of standing for God and his kingdom against the idolatries of the powerful. Revelation 
speaks to the affluent and the powerful as much as the poor and the oppressed. 
 
6. Revelation does not suggest that the Church withdraws into a ‘holy huddle’ and leaves the world to 
its judgment whilst consoling itself with millennial dreams. This is the opposite of what the book 
suggests. Revelation orientates itself to the coming kingdom of God in the whole world and calls 
Christians to participate in this coming. It daringly hopes for the conversion of all nations, boarders on 
universalism and encourages that the Church can make a difference no matter what surrounds them. 
Worship, which is so prominent in Revelation, has nothing to do with a holy retreat from the public, 
but rather it is the source of resistance to the idolatries of the public world. Worship points to the true 
God for which the whole of creation is destined. 
 
7. Revelation holds firm to the effects of Christ’s end-times victory, already been won, which has 
already drawn together a group of followers from all nations. The sense in which Christ’s victory has 
not yet been completed on earth is that the powers which dominate the world do so in defiance of 
God and his righteousness. The church does not exist for itself, but in order to participate in the 
coming of God’s universal kingdom. This takes a Jewish end-times interpretation on the Christ event, 
and adds a relevance to the unredeemed world today. Revelation’s hopes for the future serves to 
keep the church focussed on God’s world today and God’s world for the future. 
 



 

8. Revelation prophetically speaks out the dangers for the church as well as revealing the powers in the 
world. It recognises not only the blatant idolatries of power and prosperity, but also the danger of false 
religion revealing itself in compromise of the church and in the betrayal of the truth of God. Again, this is 
the relevance of Revelation’s focus on theworship of God. To resist idolatry in the world by faithful witness 
to the truth, the church must continuously purify its own perception of truth by the vision of the utterly Holy 
One, the sovereign Creator, who shares his throne with the slaughtered Lamb. 
 
9. The church’s witness to the truth is primarily verbal, but sustained by living it out. Changing society by 
the use of power and influence is not envisaged in Revelation. This corresponds to the very real world that 
Revelation is written in to. Of course, in other situations, different possibilities of serving God’s kingdom in 
the world open up as a quite natural extension. But Revelation’s reminder that Christian participation in 
the coming of God’s kingdom is not dependant on power and influence, remains important. Legitimate 
power and influence are certainly not to be despised, but the temptations of power are best resisted when 
the priority of faithful witness is maintained. 
 
10. Revelation closely links creation, redemption and future hope. It is God the Creator who, in 
faithfulness to creation, acts in Christ to reclaim and renew his whole creation. He is Alpha and will be 
creation’s Omega. It is because he is Creator that he can renew his creation, taking it beyond the threat of 
evil and into the eternity of his own presence. Revelation extends the New Testament theme of salvation 
in Christ, and puts it into the context of the Creator’s purpose for his whole creation. 
 
11. Revelation is amazingly Trinitarian in that it not only reveals the glory of God on his throne in heaven 
and how evil can still preside on earth outside of his presence, but it also reveals how God still works in 
the world through the slaughtered Lamb and through the seven Spirits who inspire and enable the 
Church’s witness. God’s rule does not contradict human freedom, as the contrasting beast’s rule does, but 
it finds fulfilment in the participation of people in God’s rule. Revelation helps us to understand more how 
the Trinity ‘works’, and also encourages us to find out more from the rest of the Bible based on this 
understanding. 

 
Finally, some books if you would like to read further into Revelation: 
 

Introductory Level 
 

The theology of the book of Revelation by R.Bauckham (1993). 
 Excellent overview of Revelation themes – used extensively for this sermon series. 
Comfort and protest by A.Boesak (1987) 
 A gripping read of Revelation from the perspective of South African apartheid. 
The meaning of the Millennium by M.Gilbertson (1997) 
 A short Grove-series booklet exploring Revelation 20. 
Exploring the New Testament by Marshall, Travis & Paul (2002) pages 305-327 
 Provides background and questions to ponder – used for these additional notes. 
Following the Lamb by C.Le Moignan (2000) 
 A stimulating attempt to relate Revelation to today. 
 

Intermediate Level 
 

The climax of prophecy by R.Bauckham (1993). 
 Outstanding series of in-depth studies on Revelation – again used for this sermon series. 
Unveiling empire by W.Howard-Brook and A.Gwyther (1999) 
 Connects the original political context with its political implications for today. 
Discipleship on the Edge by D.W.Johnson (2004) 
 Lies somewhere between commentary and conversation – easy and informative read. 
 

Commentaries 
 

Revelation by R.H.Mounce (1998) – NICNT Commentaries 
 Reliable commentary recently revised. 
Revelation by J.Sweet (1979) 
 Perhaps the most accessible medium-length commentary. 
Revelation for Everyone by N.T. Wright (2011) 
 Part of the very easy to read series of the same title, easy to use as a daily read. 
 
 


